Whose House…His House!
"And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that [were] on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 

But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." Joshua 24:15

Last week was mothers day and what a wonderful day of celebration and love. I hope you had as great a time with your family as I did with mine. In May we celebrate Mothers day and in June we celebrate Fathers Day. On those two days we hear a great deal about being a good mother and a good father. However, we hear very little about parenting and very little about what being a Christian mother and father are all about after those two special days. I believe that as children of God we have a responsibility to understand what being a Christian father and a Christian mother is all about. Let me begin by saying that each of us must grasp the scripture in Joshua 24:15 and commit that as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. Not go to church, not participate in bible study, not pray over our meals, not read my bible, not listen to Christian music, not pray each night, not tell people Jesus loves them and bless them, NO NOT THESE THINGS, BUT AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE WE WILL SERVE THE LORD!!!! SERVE him in the true sense of the word. Lord Jesus I am your servant and you have given me a beautiful family of which I am to lead in the paths of righteousness! We will serve YOU!

We must realize the urgency of the moment and the times in which we live. 
Ephesians 5:14-16 states “Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light." See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
We must seize the moment, today is the day of salvation and now is the time to LEAD!

The film courageous outlined 12 resolutions. These resolutions required courage and commitment. I am challenging this congregation that as we examine these resolutions and the Word of God that supports such bold proclamations that we commit first to Jesus Christ, secondly to ourselves, thirdly to our families and finally to our Church family that we Will lead in these areas. That we will not quit, that we will not turn back, that we will not LOSE. Instead we will fight the good fight, that we will run the race to Win and claim and experience the victory that is true victory and can only be found in Jesus Christ!

Resolutions

1. I do solemnly resolve before God to take full responsibility  for myself, my wife and my children.

To do this you have to be willing to do something very very important. You must, you absolutely must put away childish things. Sometimes I listen to our quarrels and our issues as they arise and we sound like a bunch of four and five year olds getting in to it on the playground. We have to grow up and lay aside childish things if we are to lead.  1 Corinthians 13:11 states “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” Get out of the bars, out of your time with the boys and into your life as a spiritual leader! Your family needs you. The Way Church needs you. We to often want the freedoms of manhood or womanhood without the responsibilities.  We want our children’s respect, even demand it, but we don’t invest our time in them. We don’t discipline them. We don’t lead them! 
We only have a short time to positively effect this love ones around us. Scripture tells us in Hebrew 9:27 that it is appointed once a man to die then comes judgment.  

Are you spiritually ready?

2. I will love them, protect them, serve them, and
      teach them the Word of God as the spiritual leader 
      of my home.
Ephesians 5:25

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.
Here is the bottom line we as husbands are to love our wives as Christ loved the church.

So what does that look like, well we don’t have far to go to see.


-Gave himself for her…25

-Sanctify her…v26

-Cleanse her by the washing of the water by the  

  Word…26

-Present her to Himself, a glorious church…27

-Not having a spot or a wrinkle, or any such
              thing, but holy and without blemish…27 

-Love your wife as yourself…28

This is not optional. This is required of us, “husbands ought to.” If you are not doing this, then do it. Start today. 

Wives what are you to do. Let him lead you. Help him lead you. Respond to his leadership. Don’t do it reluctantly do it with the right heart attitude and allow God’s design for a relationship to create a bond that cannot be broken. 

Ephesians 5:22

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
Let me be real clear I believe theses scriptures with all of my heart and understand that some people think this is thinking less of women. I think that mindset is ridiculous and very ill guided. But it certainly is a thought that I think the Father of all Lies would like to be abounding in the hearts and minds of Christians. Because if he can make this scripture more about rights and equality then he can deceitfully cloud the intent God had behind it. As a woman you certainly are just as important to Jesus and He died for you just like He did for me. This is just a design God laid out to give a relationship the best chance. It is not about importance it is about obedience. Men we need to understand that if men will step forward and lead in the path of righteousness then the women will not have a problem with following; however, when no one is leading somebody has to.  
So what does this look like?
-Wives submit to your husbands as to the Lord…v22 as to the Lord is very important. You can’t submit to them in sin. Jesus never leads you to sin, nor can your husband. If he does he is not leading you as Christ. And consequently you cannot follow him into sin. 
-Just as the Church is subject to Christ…v24 How is the church subject to Christ? What is absolutely imperative that we understand that the key factor in these relationships is the love one for another. Christ loved the church so much that He died for the church. The church loves Jesus so much that they die for Him. 
Men you must understand this. Women do not have a problem subjecting. Men have a problem leading. It is the failure to lead that results in women being left with no choice but to take the reins and survive. If your wife will not submit look inside first. Are you loving her in the way Jesus instructed you to. Are you the spiritual leader or is that just not your thing? Do you get to go to Church and fellowship or do you have to go top church because she is not going to be happy if you don’t? Hey brother you got the problem she doesn’t. 
· Do you pray or is that just not your thing? 
· Do you read the bible with her and the family or is that just not your thing? 
· Do you talk with you wife and your children about Jesus or is that just not your thing? 
· Do you worship when you come to church or is that just not your thing? 
· Do you come to the altar with her or is that just not your thing? 
You see our wives for far to long have had to shoulder all these things because “they are just not our things”. Well I am here to tell you that if you truly want to experience the love of Christ and have Him bless your relationship and your home you need to change “some things.” So I will ask us the following questions?
Who will take responsibility for me, my wife and my children…I will
Who will love them, protect them serve them and teach them with the Word of God…I will
Who will take them to church with excitement an enthusiasm…I will
Who will be the prayer warrior in my family…I will
Who will read and study the Bible with them…I will
Who will talk with my family about Jesus Christ…I will
Who will worship Jesus Christ with my family…I will
Who will love my wife like Christ loved the Church…I will

