Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad…But It Ain’t Best
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Message Title: 
Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad…But It Ain’t Best 
Message Truth: 
We Should Give Jesus Our Time, Talent, and Resources
This morning we will discuss some things you may not want to hear. However, if you will listen intently you will be able to tap into a concept that will be a blessing not only to you, but your family and this congregation. Today you are going to be challenged to trust Jesus Christ and be willing to surrender to Him your TIME, TALENTS and RESOURCES! Many of you here this morning may be shocked to hear from me that I do not believe  you are locked into a certain percentage to give to the Kingdom of God. Now before you get all excited and think you don’t have to give to the church or think you will be able to reduce your giving forget about it, settle down and hear the entire sermon. You absolutely have to give to Jesus. You have to give Jesus Your TIME, Your TALENT and yes Your RESOURCES…THAT’s RIGHT YOUR MONEY!! You must pay very close attention this morning. You must challenge yourself to give, you must challenge yourself to surrender. If our church is going to continue to do the work of the Lord, we must dig deep within ourselves and we must dig deep with our pockets. We will not build a building, Jesus will. But He will do it through the giving of our children. We will not minister to those God brings us, Jesus will, through the giving of His children. We will not be disciple makers, Jesus will, through our service.  May we walk with Jesus and follow His every lead.
We must give our:

1) 
Time

A.  
Tell me how much time you spend in the Bible, and in  

Prayer, and I will tell you how important your relationship with Jesus is to you.
Ephesians 5:16

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
B.  
Tell me how much time you spend in the Bible, and in 

Prayer, and I will tell you how much time you need to be serving in the church.
2 Timothy 2:15

     
15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a       

     
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly    

     
dividing the word of truth.
2) 
Talents


A. 
Use the gifts God has given you for the Kingdom.

1 Peter 4:10

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

B. 
You must be found faithful in your service.

1 Corinthians 4:2

Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.

3)
Resources

A) 
You must give of your financial resources cheerfully.
2 Corinthians 9:7

7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
B) 
How much should you give? 
Let me make a clear statement I do not believe that you are locked into a percentage. Many of you have always been taught 10 percent of your income is required as a tithe. Well I don’t believe you are locked into 10 percent because of the law of the tithe. However, I believe you should give 10 percent because it is a great place to start. The tithe is old testament covenant; however, before we get excited about this statement we must take a look at other old testament covenants versus new testament teachings.
a) Matthew 5:21-22

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.

b) Matthew 5:27-28

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

So therefore if we ask ourselves where do we start giving, 10% seems like a pretty good place to start.
C.  
Giving is not optional.

Malachi 3:10

10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.
D.  
God will bless you as you give.

Luke 6:38

38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Many of you are here today and you are thinking well, I give God my time and my talents or some of you may say I give Him my resources and my time so I am good. The old song may be going through your head “Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad.” I am here to tell you that two out of three ain’t best and you must give God your best. So get with the program and give Jesus three out of three. You may be here today and the only thing Jesus wants from you today is your heart. You may not know Him as your Lord and Savior and you need to first and foremost surrender your heart to Jesus. You need to admit you are a sinner, repent from  your sinful ways and surrender your life into the hands of Jesus Christ. This is the only thing Jesus wants from you today. If you are here today and Jesus is your Lord and Savior, but you are stuck on two out of three ain’t bad, what are you going to do about it? He wants your very best. What do you have to commit to Him today? Get it in gear NOW! Not tomorrow, NOW!
