Sunday June 16, 2013

FATHER’S DAY

JOSHUA 24:14-15

14 “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord! 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
1) Serve the Lord
Joshua 24:14 “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord!
You will serve something. You are serving Jesus today or you are serving the many God’s of this world. God will not allow you to serve Him and many others. You will not walk that way, you will simply be serving others, fooling yourself into believing you can do both.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

2) Choose who you serve
Joshua 24:15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
You have a choice to make. Joshua says, choose whom you will serve. Serving is an everyday thing. When Jesus becomes Lord of your life you begin serving. You don’t stop serving. Serving takes place everyday. How are you serving?

Romans 6:16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
3) As for me

Joshua 24:15…But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
What about you? Are you serving the Lord? Have you really decided to serve Him? What does that mean to you? Where does it begin? 

Deuteronomy 6:1-2 “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, 2 that you may fear the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.
4) As for my house

Joshua 24:15…But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Can you say what Joshua said right here? “As for me and my house,” we will serve the Lord. Joshua was clear that his entire household would serve the Lord. Joshua trusted the Lord. He was not a man of compromise. He knew what he taught his household and he left no option for it to be any other way. He trusted that God would honor his leadership. There will be times we have to let go and let God take care of our house, but it can never be through compromising hands. Stand firm and stand strong.

Deuteronomy 6:1-2 “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, 2 that you may fear the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.
5) We will serve the Lord

Joshua 24:15…But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
What does your service look like? What are you doing to serve the Lord? What is your household doing to serve the Lord?

John 13:12-14 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
Mark 12:31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

