Real Choices…Real Consequences
Luke 2:41-50

41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 48 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” 49 And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them.

I. Phone Home 
When you travel down a road and you think you are traveling the way Jesus is taking you and you realize, I am not right, what do you do?

A. Go back to Jerusalem. v45 (get back on your knees, in the church, devotionals, conversations,  look for the signs, love Jesus!) 

B. Don’t Stop Seeking Him. (three days they sought him) v46

C. You will find Him. (after three days they found Him) v46 

D. If you seek you will find Him and you will be astonished. v47
II.   Time to Go to Work 

I must be must be about My Father’s business. What are you doing in your day to day that says not to me, not to this Church, but to Jesus Christ that you are about His business.

A. Each choice you make declares are you about His business.

B. That is right the choices I make in my life are a reflection of me being about my Father’s business or about my business. So do your choices .You are either about your Father’s business or you are about your business. 
C. Seriously what in your life says Jesus and what in your life says you.

D. Psalm 119:30 I have chosen the way of truth; Your judgments I have laid before me.
E. Psalm 143:8 Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, For in You do I trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, For I lift up my soul to You.

F. Psalm 25:4-5 Show me Your ways, O Lord; Teach me Your paths. 5Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day.
III.  Stop Leaning and Start Walking
We spend way to much time worrying about how we feel about a situation and how His direction is going to effect OUR lives. NEWS FLASH it ain’t your life, Jesus Christ purchased your life with His Blood. For far to long we have said in the Christian faith everything but that. We have said what the world wants to here they have had their ears tickled and we have purchased them a one way ticket to hell. Eternity in a place that the bible says there will be weeping and gnashing of the teeth in a lake of fire. Why? Because so many professing Christians are so weak and telling the world that there decisions are ok, preaching with our lives that there is acceptable and unacceptable sin.
A. Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your     

heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
B. Stop basing your understanding on your selfish
desires in essence stop lying to yourself.

C. In all your ways acknowledge Him. In ALL your 
ways. Careful the WRATH OF GOD IS AS REAL AS HIS MERCY. 

IV. The Consequences are Real and Some are Final
Luke 16:19-31 The Rich Man and Lazarus

19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”
A. Your opportunity is NOW.

B. Mercy is NOW.

C. Tomorrow May Never Come.
Today you can come to a real understanding that your    

choices are just that your choices and that each and everyday the choices you make will effect your life and the hand of God in your life. I will not tell you go ahead punch a clock spend a little time at church a little devotional time play the game and there will be a heavenly reward for you. Instead listen to this, play games with God, do what you want to do when you want to do how you want to do it, come to church pay your tithes, pray a little read a little and say amen when what ever is being said doesn’t effect you and your personal life and BUST hell wide open. Look back and see all those love ones you brought with you. Your choices… YOUR DESTINATION!

The Guy Who Couldn’t Make Up His Mind
Did I ever tell you about the young Zoad

Who came to two signs in the fork of the road?

He looked one way and the other way too

The Zoad had to make up his mind what to do.

Well, the Zoad scratched his head,

And his chin, and his pants.

And he said to himself,

“I’ll be taking a chance.

If I go to Place One, that place may be hot

So how will I know if I like it or not.

On the other hand, though, I’ll feel such a fool

If I go to Place Two and find it’s too cool

In that case I may catch a chill and turn blue.

So Place One may be best and not Place Two.

On the other hand, though, if Place One is too hot,

I might get a terrible earache and die.

On the other hand, though, if Place Two is too low,

I might get some terrible pain in my toe

So Place One may be best.”

And he started to go.

Then he stopped and he said,

“On the other hand though,

On the other hand, other hand, other hand though…

For thirty-six hours and one half that Zoad

Made starts and made stops at the fork in the road

Saying, “No, don’t take a chance.  It may not be right.

Then he got an idea that was wonderfully bright.

“Play safe,” cried the Zoad, “I’ll play safe, I’m no dunce.

I’ll simply start off to both places at once.”

And that’s how the Zoad who would not take a chance

Went no place at all with a split in his pants.

Dr. Leo Winters
It was almost 1:00 in the morning when the phone rang in the Winters’ home. Dr. Leo Winters, the highly acclaimed Chicago surgeon, was awakened with a start. Tonight it was a young boy they said, tragically mangled in a late night accident. Couldn’t someone else handle it? Not this time. This time, his hands were possibly the only ones in the city, or maybe even the whole region, which were skilled enough to save. 
The quickest route happened to be through a rather rough area, but with time being a critical factor, it was worth the risk. He almost made it through the worst of the neighborhood. Almost. Then, at a stoplight, his door was jerked open by a man in a grey hat and a dirty flannel shirt. “I’ve got to have your car!” the man screamed, pulling the doctor from his seat. Winters tried explaining the gravity of his situation, but the man wasn’t listening. 

The doctor wandered for over 45 minutes looking for a phone. When the taxi finally got him to the hospital, over an hour had passed. He burst through the doors and into the nurses’ station, but the nurse on duty only shook her head. Too late. The boy had just died about 30 minutes earlier. “His dad got here just before he died,” the nurse told him. “He’s in the chapel. Go see him, would you. He’s awfully confused. He couldn’t understand why you never came.” 

Without explaining, Dr. Winters walked hurriedly down the hall and quietly entered the chapel. At the front knelt the huddled form of a weeping father, in a grey hat and a dirty flannel shirt. Tragically, he had pushed from his life the only one who could save his son!

Tragically we do the same, if we do not choose Jesus, we push from our lives the only One who can save us!!

