Holy Matrimony

1. I do solemnly resolve before God to take full responsibility  for myself, my wife and my children.
2.  I will love them, protect them, serve          

     them, and teach them the Word of God as 
     the spiritual leader of my home.

3. I will be faithful to my wife, to love and honor her and be willing to lay down my life for her as Jesus Christ did for me. 

When you said, “I do,” in Holy matrimony you declared your wife to be holy unto you. You declared your husband to be holy unto you. 

What does that mean? It means that he or she is holy or set apart.

It does not mean that she is perfect. It means that you have set her apart in your own eyes above all women.  She occupies a place that no other women can even begin to occupy.  It is your absolute responsibility to keep her in that place. When something is Holy, we should think of it as being incredibly special, special and infinitely valuable. God is Holy. His Spirit is Holy and His Word is the Holy Bible. Holy matrimony means we have set our spouse apart from every other person in the world. That she is different and occupies a different place. When we belittle her or treat her in harsh, unloving, you are not just acting badly but you are profaning the treasure God has given you.
The word profane means to treat something holy as if it is unholy, removing it from its special position of honor, taking it outside its protective boundaries, mistreating it as common and ordinary.

It is why adultery is devastating to the hearts involved in marriage. It is profaning the gift God has prepared for man and women following marriage. 

One very important concept that we must understand is that everything we do that hurts our spouse hurts us. It has to. It is very clear in God’s word what happens to a man and a women at holy matrimony and there is a important word that describes it all, look with me at Mark 10:5-9 

Mark 10:5-9

5 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6 But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Did you catch the very clear reason why the pain and hurt we cause our spouse will in turn hurt us?

Verse 8 says that the two have become one flesh, one flesh no longer two. You see many times we look right past this and think that it is all about the spiritual realm, but Jesus clearly states that two have become one flesh.  So why does your heart ache after you hurt her feelings? Why are so upset when you act like a jerk? Because you hurt her and you hurt yourself. If you don’t have problems hurting her, then there is something truly wrong inside your heart. You have profaned the holiness of your marriage to the point that you are now numb to the very things that should lead you right back to the holiness in your marriage that Jesus Christ provides.

Until this sermon I have never thought how damaging my attitude towards and my  treatment of Sheree could be to  my witness. But think about it, if God has a design for marriage and it is what He uses to describe my relationship with Him. If I profane my holy matrimony with Sheree, then I profane my matrimony with Jesus Christ. I want you to think about this comparison in more detail. When you have struggles in your walk with God examine the problem and it always goes back to one undeniable fact…Jesus is not occupying the only place in my life that He will occupy…Number ONE.
Can you say this about your marriage? “Look at my relationship with my wife! This is what the sacrificial, unconditional love of Jesus Christ for His Bride looks like!”
Here is the bottom line, when you treat your spouse as holy, everything about your marriage as holy, you place yourself and your spouse on a path that leads to blessing, friendship. Respect, satisfaction, fulfillment, and togetherness.

When you sin or when you are struggling the bottom line is you are putting things ahead of Jesus and expecting Him to be ok with it. He is not ok with it and consequently He is soon to let you know it. 

If you stop attending church is it because you don’t like the preacher, you just didn’t feel at home, you had other things you needed to do, you had other things that I wanted to do. No the real reason is that you have not made pleasing Jesus and His desires number one in your life. I am not saying that we have to live our lives driven by living perfectly, dotting every “i” crossing every “t”. I am saying we live our lives loving Jesus and placing that love relationship above all other things, period. 
We have a tendency in our lives to think that sin has power over us. We give it more credit than it is due. We say things like, “I just can’t help it, I can’t stop doing this.” 

You continue to use profanity and say, “I just can’t help it”…now you combine profanity with lying. If I know God’s Word says,  “let no unwholesome word proceed from thy mouth,” “not that which enters the mouth defiles the man but what proceeds from it,” and I still curse then what He wants is not number one. I don’t care what the sin is you can get so busy working for Jesus and not worship Jesus and spend time with Him. When that happens you should hear the words ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things, but Mary has chosen that good part.’
The same is true with our spouse, if we want to experience the holy matrimony God intended then we must love her as Christ loved the Church. We must always let Jesus be number One in our life.  We must PROTECT THIS HOUSE! 

So what now, what if I have not been doing these things. Don’t look back, Look up!

Love her as commanded by God in John 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

How did He love us?...UNCONDITIONALLY!

I want to ask some questions…

Do you typically only express kindness and affection to her when you feel like she’s earned it? Or do you faithfully love her when she least deserves it?
Does your love for her weaken when she lets you down? Or does it stay rock solid in the midst of marital storms?

Do you love her relentlessly and unconditionally? Or is there something she could do that would cause you to give up on her and abandon your marriage? If you can name something-anything-then your love is not unconditional.

So here is the deal let today begin a fresh start of treating your marriage as HOLY.

