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Several years ago, there was a PBS Special that covered the events leading up to the "Battle of the Bulge" during WWII.  It was the autumn of 1944 and Germany had been beaten back behind its borders. The Nazi war machine was in tatters and the repeated bombing raids of the Allies all but assured that Hitler’s forces would never rise again. Around the perimeter of Germany’s borders, the Allies spread a thin line of forces. One person observed that Allied forces were was so scattered that a man could slip between its lines without being observed. All across Europe, there was celebration. Parties, dances, speeches all rejoicing in Germany’s defeat. The war was effectively over. The only problem was (pause) somebody forgot to tell Germany. Even as his forces were being shattered and driven back Hitler was devising a plan for one last onslaught. Underground factories churned out more weapons, armament and ammunition. More of Germany’s young and old men were conscripted and trained for war. And as Europe rejoiced, Hitler planned. His goal was not to drive back the Allies into the sea, as much as it was to divide the British to the North and Americans to the South, so demoralizing them that they would sue for peace on his terms. Hundreds and thousands of men died because somebody forgot that the enemy still lived and that the war was NOT (completely) over.

The Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
I. We are commanded to take a stand.
A. We must stand against the wiles of the devil…v11

 
1. satan is our enemy.

2. satan is real.

3. satan seeks to kill steal and destroy.

4. satan is described in many ways in the Bible, as…
 
a. The tempter (Matthew 4:3, 1 Thessalonians 3:5) 

b. The evil one (Matthew 13:28, 39) 

 
 
c. A murderer (John 8:44) 

  
 
d. A liar (John 8:44) 

e. The father of lies (John 8:44) 

f. The god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
g. The prince of the power of the air                           
    (Ephesians  2:2) 

h. The adversary (1 Peter 5:8) 
i. The deceiver of the whole world (Revelation 12:9) 
j. The great dragon (Revelation 12:9) 
k. The ancient serpent (Revelation 12:9) 

l. The accuser of our brethren (Revelation 12:10)

B. We must be able to withstand in the evil day…v13
1. The days are wicked.
  Ephesians 5:15-16 See then that you walk    

  circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,    

  16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

2. We will be persecuted.
       2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly   

       in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

C. We must do all that we can to stand…v13

1.  Victory must be won and we must fight the good   

    fight.
    1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay          

    hold on  eternal life, to which you were also called   

    and have confessed the good confession in the  

    presence of many witnesses.

2. We must be, he that overcomes.

     John 16:33 These things I have spoken to you, that    

     in Me you may have peace. In the world you will      

     have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have  

     overcome the world.”
3.  He has overcome the world so we should overcome 
the world.

D. Therefore stand…14

 1. When you get knocked down stand up.

2. When you are struggling, stand strong.

3. When tattered and scared, beaten and bruised 
     stand.

4. Four times in these 4 verses we are instructed to 
       stand.
II. We must know who we are fighting against…v13
1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit  expressly says that in latter   

times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,…
A. It is not against flesh and blood.
If you get angry with people, if you focus all your time and energy on the person that is inflicting your pain you will be completely neglecting the spiritual aspects of what you are facing. You will fall right into the trap that satan wants. You will be his pawn and he will reap the havoc he desires.  
B. It is against principalities.
The term principality refers to the foundation and/or origin. This just reiterates that our struggle is against satan. He is the cornerstone of evil and all evil flows from him. 
C. It is against powers and against the rulers of the darkness of this age.
Spiritual warfare is real and evil in this world is with direction and purpose. satan is directing the forces of evil and we cannot place him in a cartoon box and act if he is a funny little mascot. Satan is a force, he is destructive and he seeks to inflict as much pain and suffering as he possibly can on the kingdom of God. 

D. It is against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Evil and wickedness attacks the heavenly places. We are heavenly places because we have the Holy Spirit living inside of us. satan is no match for the Holy Spirit. We are no match for satan. We must not take on satan without the power of the Holy Spirit.  
III. The full armor of God is required. Unfortunately the church and many different ministries have taught salvation as the end product. In essence we have taught the full armor of God is salvation and we have neglected the complete and total necessity for discipleship and the equipping of the saints.

A. We are to gird our waist with truth.
1. John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the   

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
2. We are to wrap ourselves with the very presence of 
Jesus Christ.

B. We are to put on the breastplate of righteousness.
1. Proverbs 4:23 Keep your heart with all diligence,                                  

For out of it spring the issues of life.
2. We must protect our hearts. We cannot allow 
worldliness and sin to enter our hearts. 

C. We are to shod our feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace.
1. Put your shoes on and be ready to go at any moment 
to spread the gospel. 

2. This world is full of hurting and struggling people. 
3. They need you to explain to them the gospel. They need you to show them the love of Christ in your words and in your actions.

D. We are to take the shield of faith.
1. Satan will thrust at you fiery darts.

2. The fiery darts of Satan are very diverse and full of 
    deception. They include:

    Worry

    Fear

    Selfishness

    Pride

    Unforgiveness

    Sexual Immorality

    Covetness

E. We are to take the helmet of salvation.
1. John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
2. Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are you saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

F. We are to take the sword of the Spirit.
1. The weapon we must use as we fight the good fight 
must be the word of God. We cannot depend on anything else. The Word of God is powerful and able to defeat satan. Man’s word will fail you, the world will fail you; however, the Word of God will forever provide victory.

2. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
3. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
