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Message Title: 
Do Not Neglect Your Inheritance

Message Truth:
You will not live differently and experience God differently, until you stop neglecting your inheritance, and embrace the Word of God.

Joshua 18:1-3

1Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. 2 But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received their inheritance. 3 Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: “How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you?
I would like to share a little background before we begin, God had promised Israel a great land. It was theirs by the hand of God and it was theirs for the taking. However, there is a problem, seven of the tribes of Israel had not taken the land promised to them. For whatever reason, they were sitting back, waiting for something amazing to happen, instead of taking what was rightfully theirs. Now Joshua gathers them together at the tabernacle of the meeting. It is probable that many of the peoples of Israel would have traveled and set up camp near Shiloh; because the tabernacle of the meeting was a very important service and one every Israelite would want to attend. Remember the tabernacle had been set up and taken down in various places in the wilderness. The priests and the Levites were responsible for the movement of tabernacle. Now in this scripture, it was set up in Shiloh, this was to be a movement of the tabernacle to a more permanent place. As they gathered together Joshua questions the seven tribes that have not inherited the land which God had given them. He is not real kind in his questioning. He says how long will you neglect to go and take what is yours. Other translations say, how long will you slack. Matthew Henry describes the tribes as slothful, he says, “It may be they wished the thing done, but had not spirit to stir in it, or move towards the doing of it, though it was so much for their own advantage…” I believe we are just like the Israelites. I believe we have been given a wonderful inheritance, and we have been given and awesome promised land; however, I believe we are waiting on some miraculous thing to happen, and God is saying receive that which I prepared for you. I believe what God has prepared for us is His Word. I believe that He penned the most powerful Words ever imagined, and then He breathed life into them, and said to us take your inheritance and prosper, take your inheritance and live. I believe we are slack in our inheritance. I believe we are slothful in our responsibility, and I believe we expect our Bibles to open themselves and read themselves even study themselves. I believe the gift God has given us is His Word, and I believe we are neglectful in our pursuit of it.   
There are four things we should learn from the Israelites and their leader, Joshua:
1. They were all assembled. The scripture says clearly, the whole congregation was assembled. Just like we are assembled here this Sunday morning. They were assembled, but they had done nothing to prepare for the assembly. They were not bringing things to the tabernacle of the meeting except themselves. They had not done anything to bring anything. They were empty. They were just ready for a great service. They were just ready to hear from their leader. What did you bring to the assembly today? How much time have you spent in God’s Word outside this assembly? How have you prepared for your inheritance? Why are you neglecting your inheritance?
2. The land was subdued. The meeting of the tabernacle brought peace. The land was quiet, there was no fighting there was a sense of safety and comfort. Much like your church service, much like your prayer meeting. Much like your Bible Study. And you rock along thinking all is well. Jesus has subdued your land with an expectation that prepare for the battle ahead. That you prepare to fight the good fight. I ask again what did you bring to the assembly today? How much time have you spent going after your inheritance? Where is you Bible?
3. The gift must be received. To receive the gift requires action. The Israelites were sitting back, doing nothing, expecting some great thing to just happen. Just like you do, when you sit back and expect some great revelation to happen in your life, but you have not done anything to receive your inheritance. You have not gone after God’s Word. You are full of every excuse known to man and you will not receive the blessings God has for you until you open the Word and Do the Word.
4. Enough is Enough. Joshua asks the tribes of Israel, how long will you neglect your inheritance. Today, I ask you the same question, how long will you neglect what God has given you? How long will refuse to go and possess your inheritance by studying God’s Word living God’s instructions? Some of you would say I am living God’s instructions, I would say to some of you, you don’t even know God’s instructions. All you know is what someone has spoon-fed you all your life. You know a small portion of what has been spoken from pulpits over the years, but you have never taken a message and reflected on it all week long and allowed the Word of God to change your life on a daily basis. When is the last time you have taken a copy of the message and read it all week long? When have you meditated on the scriptures and applied them to your life and repented from the ways you know to be wicked? Understanding that repentance that repentance means you stop the sin. Repentance is not feeling guilty and then jumping right back into bed. Repentance is not committing the sin so often and with an attitude the screams to Jesus what you will not do. Don’t tell me you have been studying God’s Word and you are still doing these things. God’s Word is a game changer and it stops sin. Don’t tell me you are studying God’s Word, but you are still having premarital sex. You are still drinking, still cussing, still lying, still cheating, still refusing to pay your tithe, still refusing to give anything to God. You are still sitting back and letting the your whole inheritance roll right out from under you, because all you give Jesus is a few hours of attendance each week. I wonder what would happen if a few people (you know who they are) at our church decided not to cook next week? I will tell you what would happen, we would go hungry. I wonder what would happen if a few people decided not to clean up today, I will tell you what would happen, the Home Builder’s building would be filthy. I wonder what would happen if a few people stopped paying their tithes and giving to the church, I will tell you what would happen, we would have to close the doors to the church. I wonder what would happen if a few people said I am not going to study my bible this week, I am not going to prepare for bible study, and I refuse to do my Sunday school lesson. I will tell you what would happen, we would sit around and stare at each other because no one would have a thing to say. You see there are to many of us that are not going after their inheritance. Instead, you are sitting back and living off of everybody else’s work. You are not in God’s Word, and nothing is changing in your life, and you keep wondering why. Here is a news flash, quite wondering and start studying. You want your job to be better, then study God’s Word and realize you were put there for a purpose, and people’s eternity have been entrusted to your care, so complain less and study more. Is your relationship not what you want it to be, then stop whining about all the negatives in your relationship, put God first, do what His Word says, and watch what He will do in your relationship. Your life just seems so chaotic and nothing seems to go right, then get in God’s Word, listen to what you are taught, and then do it. Stop living life by your rules, and your regulations and understand that Jesus has already set all the rules; you just need to learn them. It is much harder for you to learn His rules when you keep playing by your own rules.
I want to close with two scriptures regarding the Word of God and the role it should play in our life. You will see them again so study them this week. Prepare for Wednesday night by meditating on these scriptures. If you truly believe the scriptures and trust them to be the infallible Word of God, then how could you not be in God’s Word every second you could? How could you not live out your inheritance? 
Joshua 1:8

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
2 Timothy 3:15-17

15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
You may be here today and you don’t have the inheritance I have been talking about. You don’t know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and thus you need Him to rescue you from the death that sin brings. I would ask you, do you know that you are a sinner? Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the Cross for your sins? Are you willing to ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins? Are you willing to repent, to turn from a life of sin to a life of following Jesus Christ? Are you willing to come forward and ask Jesus to be Lord of your life? If you are willing to do those things He is faithful and true to forgive you and to adopt you into His Kingdom. He will be your Lord and you will be His child. This can happen right now. It is strictly up to you. What will it be?

Are you here today a born again believer, but today your heart has been pricked by God, today you realize you need to take what is rightfully yours, you need to take the inheritance that has been bought for you with a price. Today you need to commit to His Word, His Life, His Way. Then give it to Him at the altar and trust, give it to Him at the altar and live, give it to him at the altar and be set free. 
