Answering God’s Calling

What do I do in the Interim?
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We are all very familiar with Jeremiah 29:11, For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. This verse speaks to us on so many levels. When things seem out of kilter we can trust that Jesus is in control. That Jesus has peace in mind for our lives. Many versions say I know the plans I have for you says the Lord. I believe that the Lord does have plans for His children and He places a calling on our life with an expectation that we will answer that calling and do Kingdom work. Like scripture that is quoted a great deal I get a wealth of wisdom by looking at the verses preceding and following the verse. 

Jeremiah 29:4-10 says, “4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon:

5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place.”
Please listen and understand what God is saying to the people. He is preparing them to be ready for their calling. There is a time of preparation for each of us as God calls us and draws us to His work. He says build houses and live in them. Plant gardens and eat from them. Take wives and have children. Prepare you children for marriage and may they be fruitful and multiply. Seek peace and pray for peace. Their peace will be your peace. Put away your dreams and tap into His dreams. Do not fall prey to false prophecy. Be patient and know that God will do His work. 

There are some powerful lessons in this time of preparation. Remember what is taking place God is saying I have plans for you. These plans are for you to be prosperous and successful. You will have to answer these plans; you will have to open yourself to the power of surrender. However, when you do you will tap into the most powerful life you could ever imagine. 

While you wait on my calling, as you prepare take care of the following things:

1) Build houses and live. Build and live. Answering God’s calling does not involve you sitting by the phone doing nothing waiting on Jesus Christ to pop up on your caller id. Get the lead out of your britches and go to work. Begin building your house. Live in your labors. Work in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and do so with a determined focus labor. Carpe Diem, seize the moment.

2) Plant gardens and eat. You want God to provide. Go to work plant some seed water some plants fertilize some soil. Harvest some fruit and eat from your labor. You can’t sit around doing nothing but having a wish party, wishing God would show you where the field is, what kind of tool to use, what number fertilizer, where should we place the fertilizer, how much water should be put on the field. Oh yea and what if it rains should we do anything different? When should we harvest? What about bugs and pests? Can we use insecticide? Is the soil good soil should we use lime? What kind of lime should we use? Is the generic just as good? All this and we have not put the first shovel in the ground. If you want to be prepared to answer God’s calling for your life get started. Start doing what is before you and let God direct your path. If you want to play fifty questions with God without getting started with what He says do immediately, you are going to be lost and disappointed. Get yourself out there and plant a garden and eat from its fruit.

3) Be fruitful and multiply. This can mean many things; to the children of Israel it meant have children grow your families. Let your children grow and mature, marry and have children. To you and I as Christians today trying to answer God’s calling on our life, it means produce some fruit. Stop talking about how you can’t help this and you can’t help that and produce some fruit. The scripture says in Matthew 7:16 you know a tree by the fruit it produces. What kind of fruit are you producing? What kind of fruit is your child producing? What are you waiting on? Stop excusing your sin, justifying your actions and producing rotten fruit. Surrender to Jesus right where you are, produce fruit in the garden He has you and then you may know where it is that He will lead you. You can’t expect God to move you to the promise land when you will not labor in the current field.

4)  Seek peace and pray for peace. The peace you find here will provide you peace in the time to come. That is right; seek peace right where you are. Pray for it with your every ounce of energy you have. Seek it and find it so it can spring board you into the peaceful relationship you so desperately desire. Peace begets peace. You see today’s issues are not the only things in the world that will cause you strife and times of unrest. Deal with what you have today so tomorrow it becomes second nature.

5) Stop being deceived by the selfish ambitions and dreams you create. Look at what He says in verse 8, “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed.” You cause a great deal of your own problems because you seek after your own lusts and your own desires. You do not focus on what Jesus has for you. You focus on you and you are corrupt, and your selfish desires, they are corrupt as well.

6) Understand that He who tickles your ears is not from God. The prophets that buy into your dreams because you buy into theirs have not been sent by Jesus. You have sent them. You have created them. You have filled your life with what you want and how you want it, when you want it and they are just pawns in this selfish game. God does not send them. 

7) Understand that you must be patient and that Jesus will visit you. He will surround you with His presence. He will leave no doubt of who, what, when, where, the scripture says that He will do the work. When you decide to be prepared for His calling, when you decide to do some work then Jesus will step in and do far greater than you could ever imagine. However, you and I have to be prepared to answer the calling. Just a hint all seven of these points are absolutely answering the calling of God on our life. These are the things we must do right now so that we can be prepared for every aspect of what Jesus will ask. Jesus will establish us in the perfect place at the perfect time as we answer each little call He makes on our life. Answering the little callings certainly take care of the big callings. 

As we discussed in a previous sermon you cannot answer God’s calling on your life without answering God’s call to salvation. Without knowing Jesus Christ as Lord you will simply be spinning your wheels. Where are you today? Do you know Jesus Christ as lord of your life? Are you hear today and you have surrendered to Jesus as Lord of your life, you live for Him but you know you have not surrendered you His calling on your life. You know you are not doing what God wants you to do but you simply don’t know how to get from point A to point B. Please consider what God told his people in Jeremiah 29 as He prepared them for His mighty hand in and through their lives. He was calling them to a purpose and they would experience His might and His power; however there were some things for them to do in preparation. We discussed seven of those things this morning. My prayer is that you will do all you can to prepare for what God has for you. He is calling you to do great and mighty things in His kingdom. You are being called to be a soldier, a mighty warrior, and one that will not stop until the battle is won. A soldier who will accept any mission any where. In order to do this of you who must first answer the call of being His child. You must answer a call to His kingdom and a surrender of your life. May we keep the main thing the main thing.

Road to Salvation A Call to Live

Realize first and foremost that God is drawing you to Him.                    
(John 6:44) 

Admit that you have sinned against God. (Romans 3:23)

Know your condition. (Romans 6:23)

Change your direction. (Acts 3:19)

Hear His Word and Believe. (John 3:16)

All of Him none of you. (Galatians 2:20)

Zone in on His calling. (Romans 10:9-10)

Ask for forgiveness. (1 John 1:19)

Know that Jesus Christ will be your Lord and Savior.        
          

     (1 Corinthians 8:6)

